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I. 



This International preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 

□ 



sheets, including this cover sheet 



This report Is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following Items: 
Basis of the report 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Certain defects in the international application 
Vin Certain observations on the international application 
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Inteniatioiia] application No. 
PCT/aS04/42077 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the Internationa] application as originally filed, 
the description: 

pages 1:9 as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 

pages 10-12 ^ as originally filed 

pages NONE , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of ^ 

the drawings: 

pages U9 ^ as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of , 

the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE » as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of , 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

the language of a translation fiimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23. 1 (b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation fiimished for the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in printed form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been fiimished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing 
has been furnished 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 

the description, pages NONE 

□ 

the claims, Nos. NONE 

□ 

the drawings, sheets/lig NONE 

This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have beenfitrnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in 
this report as "originally flled" and are not annexed to this report since titey do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70.17), 
i4/iy replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned sfatement under Rule 66^(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



I. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive Step flS) 

Industrial Applicability (lA) 



Claims 2«4. 6-8, n is. 16. 19. and 2Q 



Claims L 5. 9-12. U. 17. 18. and?l 



_YES 
NO 



Claims NONE 
Claims U2l 



_YES 
NO 



Claims 1-21 



Claims NONE 



^YES 
_NO 



2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS 
Please See Continuation Sheet 
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Vn. Certain defects in the international application 



Ihtematioiial application No. 

PCTAJS04/42077 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
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Supplemental Box 
(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



V. 2. Citations and Explanations: 

bottomSCFig. Ocarriedbyttel^eTfoo^J'^^^ D carted by the fram., a seat 

positioned above a floor with each foot oftheoc^Z^tin^^r^^ f^^.^^^^^"^ * s"PP<»rt surfece 

2) of the footrest mounted for"SS,S?^'Seto?vJ toT li^^^ '"'««'«,. a first block (Fig. 

translation relative to the seat. andalaZl^iSfw^^^^ 

interconnected and include non-slip surfj^ ^ pivotable wherem the first and second blocks are 

carried by the frame, a footrest 30 (Fig ) aScted^n^Jta^d^^^^ "^^'^ ''^ the frame, a seat bottom (Fig. 1) 

(Fig. 1). a pair of spaced apart rails fffg 3) S footrest /^^^^ T"^*^ P'^'*'°" ^^'B- » »«» « <teployed position 

•he footrest extends^reaxM^ o^eSbacfto suSSe^^f o^^^^ footbar (Fig. 2) disposed between tte riils ^in 

surface of the seat bottom when in the A»Ioved a r of a rear-seated passenger above the floor at a level equal to the lower 

of the seat bottom of the rS^^^^^T^!^S ^n^'^'^.rf'^ bein?disposed for«^d 

passenger^ feet at a diffeiem height. '^'''^ of supporting each of a lear-seated 

drawstringthatdefinesasurfa.S'to^iortapas:^^^^^^ 
S^rbS^reSTalSed^'S^^^^^ 

that the footrest has a plurality of Sc4 aTachkS^^^^^^ T u'u f See Figures 1-6 of Bell for the tea<ling 
similar to that of Bell herein tteSS^SieS^^ 

rear opening, and a drawstring that defmes a sSeT~ a^JSenSs •^«"» opposed side^ls. a 

floor. Therefore, itwouldha^ been obvious toonlhSordiWsWU JthTL^^^^^^ 

passenger seat of BeU such that the footrest includes an^ndosu^th a f^^^^ "Jr*"*"* ^ """te «» modify the 

rear opening, and a drawstring that defines a surfeS tTs^^portTn^STw « T"'"* "'^P^ ^"s. « 

floor wherein the top wall of L footrest is aSd^u^Sft a tottom ^.^o ^ for supporting die enclosure above the 

One v«.uld have been motivated to make sucr^ocSSS w^^^^ 
provides a massqge support for the occupant's feet suggestion m Ito et al. that the aidosure on the footrest 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufBcient) 



of spaced apart rails and movable to a use position, a means for preventing the foot bar from pivoting once in a desired position, and a 
non-slip surface on the footbar. Kishi et al. show a passenger seat similar to that of Santaniello wherein the block 3 (Fig. 3) with a rail 10 
(Fig. 3) that is pivotally attached to the floor and movable between a stowed position and a use position. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary sidll in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the passenger seat of Santaniello such that 
the rails are movable between an upwardly-extending stowed position and a use position wherein the rails extend along the floor, such as 
the passenger seat disclosed in Kishi et ai. One would have been motivated to make such a modification in view of the suggestion in 
Kishi et al. that the blocks movable to a stowed position insure easy entry and exit of passengers. 

Claims 19 and 20 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Bell in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,967,602 to Ptak 
et al. Bel] discloses a passenger seat that is basically the same as that recited claims 19 and 20 except that the support sur&ce of the 
footrest lacks a grid of resilient strands. See Figure 6 of Bell for the teaching that the forward ends of rails are pivotally attached to the 
seat back. Ptak et al. show a passenger seat similar to that of Bell wherein the footrest has a support surface (Fig. 1) including a grid of 
resilient strands. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the ait at the time the invention was made to 
modify the passenger seat of Bell such that the support surface has a grid of resilient strands, such as the passenger seat disclosed in Ptak 
et al. One would have been motivated to make such a modification in view of the suggestion in Ptak et al. allows for resilient support of 
articles above the floor. 
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